
WillowGloves
Hypocreopsis lichenoides

More information
Kew Royal Botanic Gardens. Lost and Found Fungi Datasheet:  
    Hypocreopsis lichenoides. 
    fungi.myspecies.info/sites/fungi.myspecies.info/files/Hypocre 
    opsis%20lichenoides.pdf 
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����(ZJVT`JL[LZ���UL^�[V�7VSHUK��(J[H�:VJPL[H[PZ�)V[HUPJVY\T���
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-PUK� >PSSV^� .SV]LZ� growing on willow 
shrubs or trees��HUK�VJJHZPVUHSS`�VU�V[OLY�
[YLL� ZWLJPLZ�� +LUZL�^PSSV^� [OPJRL[Z� ^V\SK�
IL� NVVK� WSHJLZ� [V� JOLJR� MVY� [OPZ� M\UN\Z��
They are typically found in shady, moist 
areas near bodies of water�� HUK� JHU� IL�
MV\UK�VU�IV[O�SP]PUN�HUK�KLHK�IYHUJOLZ�

Habitat
ƅğÝΟăŎ͔Make an observation

0M�̀ V\�HYL�PU�HU�HYLH�̂ OLYL�P[�PZ�HSSV^LK�HUK�OH]L�HU`�ULJLZZHY`�
WLYTP[Z��we strongly urge you to create a vouchered collec-
tion��;OPZ�TLHUZ�H�KYPLK�ZWLJPTLU�MVY�KLWVZP[�PU�H�OLYIHYP\T��
^OLYL�YLZLHYJOLYZ�JHU�HJJLZZ�P[�MVY�[OPUNZ�SPRL�+5(�ZLX\LUJ�
PUN��0M�`V\�KVU»[�RUV^�OV^�[V�KV�[OPZ��WSLHZL�ZLL!�

M\UKPZ�VYN�ZLX\LUJL�ZLX\LUJL�KY`�`V\Y�ZWLJPTLUZ�
0U� *HSPMVYUPH�� JVSSLJ[PUN� T\ZOYVVTZ� PZ� \Z\HSS`� HSSV^LK� PU�
National Forests with a permit��7LYTP[Z�JHU�IL�VI[HPULK�H[�[OL�
OLHKX\HY[LYZ� VM� [OL� 5H[PVUHS� -VYLZ[� `V\�YL� ]PZP[PUN�� HUK� HYL�
\Z\HSS`�PUL_WLUZP]L�VY�MYLL��/V^L]LY��YLZ[YPJ[PVUZ�]HY`�HTVUN�
[OL� PUKP]PK\HS�5H[PVUHS�-VYLZ[Z��ZV�THRL�Z\YL� [V� MPUK�V\[� [OL�
ZWLJPMPJZ�^OLU�WPJRPUN�\W�`V\Y�WLYTP[��0U�6YLNVU�HUK�>HZO�
PUN[VU��`V\�HYL�[`WPJHSS`�HSSV^LK�[V�JVSSLJ[�VUL�NHSSVU�^P[OV\[�H�
WLYTP[�VU�TVZ[�W\ISPJ�SHUKZ"�I\[�UV[�HSS��ZV�IL�Z\YL�[V�JOLJR��0U�
)*��JVSSLJ[PUN�PZ�HSSV^LK�VU�*YV^U�SHUK�^P[OV\[�H�WLYTP[��I\[�
P[»Z�PSSLNHS�[V�WPJR�T\ZOYVVTZ�PU�H�WYV]PUJPHS�VY�UH[PVUHS�WHYR��
+VU»[�MVYNL[�[V�SVVR�MVY�V[OLY�T\ZOYVVTZ�HUK�M\UNP�̂ OPSL�̀ V\»YL�
[OLYL��:PUJL�̀ V\»]L�HSYLHK`�NV[�P5H[\YHSPZ[�VWLU��̂ O`�UV[�YLJVYK�
`V\Y�V[OLY�MPUKZ&

0M�`V\�[OPUR�`V\»]L�MV\UK�[OPZ�T\ZOYVVT��HUK�`V\»YL�UV[�Z\YL�
HIV\[�HU`�VM�[OL�HIV]L��Z\JO�HZ�OV^�[V�YLWVY[�[OL�MPUK��̂ OL[OLY�
`V\�JHU�JVSSLJ[�P[��VY�̂ OH[�[V�KV�̂ P[O�P[�VUJL�̀ V\�OH]L�JVSSLJ[LK�
P[��WSLHZL�JVU[HJ[�\Z��

The first thing to do is to record your obser-
vation. We prefer to use the iNaturalist app 
MVY� [OH[� �]PZP[� www.iNaturalist.org to learn 
TVYL���I\[�`V\�JV\SK�HSZV�\WSVHK�`V\Y�VIZLY�
]H[PVU� [V� 4\ZOYVVT� 6IZLY]LY� �]PZP[�
^^ �̂4\ZOYVVT6IZLY]LY�VYN). The QR code 
[V�[OL�YPNO[�̂ PSS�[HRL�̀ V\�[V�[OL�-\UNHS�+P]LYZP�
[`� :\Y]L`� �-\U+P:� MVY� ZOVY[�� ^LIZP[L� [V�
L_WSHPU�OV^�[V�JVU[YPI\[L�[V�[OL�WYVQLJ[�
;OL�ILZ[� [OPUN� `V\�JHU�KV� PZ� [HRL� lots of photographs and 
UV[LZ��;̀ WPJHSS �̀�ZTHY[WOVULZ�^PSS�H\[VTH[PJHSS`�NLVYLMLYLUJL�
HU`�WOV[VZ�[HRLU��I\[� P[� PZ�NVVK�WYHJ[PJL�[V�UV[L�`V\Y�L_HJ[�
SVJH[PVU��WYLMLYHIS`�̂ P[O�.7:�JVVYKPUH[LZ��HUK�be sure to note 
what trees are nearby�� HUK� HU`�V[OLY� ZHSPLU[� MLH[\YLZ�� -VY�
L_HTWSL��^HZ�[OL�T\ZOYVVT�NYV^PUN�\UKLY�H�OLTSVJR��VY�H�
+V\NSHZ�MPY&�+PK�P[�OH]L�H�WHY[PJ\SHY�ZTLSS&�

Collect a specimen

Who to contact

¦áņŎ�Ħ¾ņŎͶ�¾łáϑöœğÝăņ͒Ħł÷ Tiffany Theden, Christin Swearingen, 
Roo Vandegrift & Alex Mayberry

ƈăņΟĿ¾ĞĿÿĘáŎΟĿłáĿ¾łáÝΟÖŮ͔

4VZ[� T\ZOYVVTZ� HYL� SPRL� MY\P[!� WPJRPUN� HU�
apple from an apple tree doesn’t hurt the tree. 
0U� [OL� ZHTL� ^H �̀� harvesting mushrooms 
does not generally hurt the mycelium of the 
fungus��>L�KV�Z[PSS�YLJVTTLUK�SLH]PUN�ZVTL�
T\ZOYVVTZ�ILOPUK��HUK�UV[�WPJRPUN�WLYLUUPHS�
T\ZOYVVTZ��SPRL�IYHJRL[Z�HUK�JVURZ��

This pamphlet is released in September 2021 by FunDiS under a 
Creative Commons Attribution, NonCommercial, ShareAlike license. 

Copy and share all you like, but don’t sell it.
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>PSSV^�.SV]LZ�PZ�JVUZPKLYLK�
[V�IL�H�parasite of the 

fungus Willow Glue
(Hydnoporia tabacina���

which is a tobacco-brown 
crust fungus��3VVR�MVY�[OL�

JY\Z[�HZ�^LSS�

Photo by Christin Swearingen

Is that a gloved hand�NYHZWPUN�H�^PSSV^�Z[PJR&�0M�
you see weird orange-brown fingers�VY� SVILZ�
J\Y]PUN�HYV\UK�[OL�ZTVV[O�IHYR�VM�H�IYHUJO��HSS�
growing from a central point�� `V\�OH]L� MV\UK�
>PSSV^�.SV]LZ��@LZ�� [OPZ� PZ�H� M\UN\Z��HUK�^OLU�
mature is dusted with orange powdery spores. 

RARE

Status: RARELY COLLECTED

Photo by John Plischke

fundis.org/protect/
take-action 



When & Where?

The species name of Willow Gloves means 
“lichen-like”, as can be seen in their growth 
form. This lichen look-alike lays flat, and is 
fleshy, with irregularly lobed, orange-brown, 
finger-like projections radiating out from a 
central point. The entire fungus can be up to 
4 inches in diameter, is usually about ¼ inch 
thick, and clings closely to the bark of the 
willow it's growing on. When mature, the 
surface of Willow Gloves is dusted with 
orange-brown spores.

D e s c r i p t i o n
Hazel Gloves (Hypocreopsis rhodo-
dendri) looks very similar, but grows 
*surprise surprise* on Rhododendron 
in the eastern USA. In Europe it is found 
on hazelnuts. It is also a parasite, but 
has not been found on the West coast. 
It is one of the species in the Northeast 
Rare Fungi Challenge! 

What else could it be?

CAUTION:

Based on the range of northwest Salix spp. Data from Conservation Biology Institute 
and USFS. www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/pdfs/Little/aa_Supporting-
Files/LittleMaps.html. Map layer from Stamen Design.

Potential Range

As a circumboreal species, Willow 
Gloves can likely be found in high 
Northern latitudes in North 
America and Europe. So far, the 
only North American observations 
have been in Alaska. 

The fruiting body is tough and persists 
year-round, but will be easier to find in the 
far Northern latitudes in the warmer 
summer months. The two finds from 
Alaska were made in August.
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            Never eat wild mushrooms without a confident  
                             identification!  Contact Poison Control if you think 
you have eaten a poisonous mushroom: 1-800-222-1222FunDiS
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Spores on fruitbody surface: 


