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any photos taken, but it is good practice to note your exact
location, preferably with GPS coordinates, and be sure to note
what trees are nearby, and any other salient features. For
example, was it growing under a hemlock, or Douglas fir? Did
it have a particular smell?

Collect a specimen

If you are in an area where it is allowed and have any necessary
permits, we strongly urge you to create a vouchered collec-
tion. This means a dried specimen for deposit in a herbarium,
where researchers can access it for things like DNA sequenc-
ing. If you don’t know how to do this, please see:

fundis.org/sequence/sequence/dry-your-specimens

In California, collecting mushrooms is usually allowed in
National Forests with a permit. Permits can be obtained at the
headquarters of the National Forest you're visiting, and are
usually inexpensive or free. However, restrictions vary among
the individual National Forests, so make sure to find out the
specifics when picking up your permit. In Oregon and Wash-
ington, you are typically allowed to collect one gallon without a
permit on most public lands.
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Descr l p [ ) 1 () N  What else could it be?

The pink dome-shaped cap is the
first thing that stands out in this spe-
cies. As in most wax caps, the cap is
smooth and a bit slimy when wet.
The pink can fade when the mush-
room gets older, but the tell-tale dis-
tant pale pink gills under the cap
remain like that. These are curved
downwards and run down on the
stem. The stem itself is pale pink as
well. The whole mushroom stands
around 2.5 inches tall with a 1-2 inch
wide cap.

There is really only one pink-capped
snow bank species, but when the pink
has faded it might look a bit like another
spring fruiting wax cap species, H.
vernalis, which has more orange-brown
tinges in the cap and a white stem.

When you are looking out for this species,
you might come across some other snow
bank species, such as Pholiota nubigena
that has a smell that combines bubble-
gum and turpentine; it grows on wood.

Make records of all the others too! Their
habitat is also at risk.

/ . Never eat wild mushrooms without a confident
g% CAUTION identification! Contact Poison Control if you think

you have eaten a poisonous mushroom: 1-800-222-1222

When & Where?

Most often found from mid June to mid July, but some late
finds in August and rarely, in September..
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Data from iNaturalist & Mushroom Observer

It has been found from
Washington into the Sierra
Nevada in California where
most reports come from. It
grows  with mountain
hemlock in or around snow
patches at high altitudes in
the western mountains. It
has not been reported from
the Rocky Mountains.

Potential Range

Based on range of Mountain Hem\ork (Tsuga mert@n@/am) Data from Conservavon
Biology Institute, and USFS. www.fs.fed.us/databa: is/pdfs/Little/aa_Support-
ingFiles/LittleMaps.html. Map \ayer from Stamen De%

This species has been proposed and assessed for
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, but
has not yet been accepted and published.



